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Abstract

Ocular sparganosis is a rare human infestation. The usual presentation is periorbital itching, pain, tearing and
chemosis mimicking allergic blepharitis. Some patients have subconjunctival mass and may progress to
orbital cellulitis. We reported two cases with ocular sparganosis. Both cases presented with periorbital
swelling, inflammation and a subconjunctival mass which were unresponsive to conventional medical therapy.
In the first case, multiple exacerbations occurred and surgical removal of the parasites were done several
times (totally six parasites). In the second case, we found only one parasite without recurrence. Microscopic
examinations of all parasites confirmed the diagnosis of sparganosis. Thai J Ophthalmol 2009; July-
December 23(2): 148-154.
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