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Case Report/shaouwdoss

Perforating Conjunctiva and Cornea Injuries
with A Fish-hook

Wanwarang Raksorn, M.D.

Abstract

The objective of this study is to report a case of ocular fish-hook injury with review of literature. An
18-year-old man was accidentally hit in his right eye by a fish-hook while watching his younger brother
fished. A barb of the fish-hook perforated the superonasal conjunctiva, limbus at 3 o’clock, and passed
through the anterior chamber before exiting at the central cornea with a long shaft. The anterior lens capsule
was intact. Surgical removal of the fish hook was performed under general anesthesia. After carefully
microscopic examination, the anterior chamber was filled with viscoelastic and a perpendicular corneal
incision was made to connect the entrance and exit wounds. The hook was successfully released without
causing further intraocular tissue damage. Corneal wound was repaired with 9 interrupted 10-0 nylon sutures.
Three months postoperatively, the best corrected visual acuity was 20/100 in the right eye. Visual acuity was
limited due to corneal scarring at the perforating sites. Although there have been several methods for
removal of fish-hooks previously described in the literature, this technique is relatively simple and safe in this
difficult form of trauma. The use of appropriate surgical techniques adapted to each patient may avoid
further injury to other intraocular structures and also help patients maintain useful vision. Thai J Ophthalmol
2013; July-December 27(2): 107-112.
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Right eye:

Eyelids: normal

Conjunctiva and cornea: a barb (L?‘iﬂ\‘.l) of the
fish-hook perforated the superonasal conjunctiva, lim-
bus at 3 o’clock, and passed through the anterior
chamber before exiting at the central cornea with a
long shaft (as shown in figure 1).

Anterior chamber: flat

Iris and pupil: no iris incarceration

Lens: intact

Posterior segment: unremarkable

Left eye: normal
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